
How to Tune Your Instrument 
 

What is the difference between fine tuners and pegs? 

● Fine tuners are used to make small adjustments and 

are located on the tailpiece near the bridge (try to use 

the fine tuners first; only use the pegs if you have to!). 

 
 

● Pegs are used to make larger adjustments and are 

located in the scroll. Be careful using these because it 

is very easy to break a string! 

 
How do I use a tuner to tune with the fine tuners? 



● If you don’t have a tuner, there are many free apps 

available for your phone. 

○ One that I like is BandMate Chromatic Tuner, but 

there are many other free options! 

○ Here is an online tuner that can be used if your 

computer has a microphone: 

https://www.alexdemartos.es/wtuner/ 

● Make sure your tuner is set to 440Hz (this is the 

frequency musicians tune to) - some tuners may not 

have the option to change this, but some do. 

● Use your bow to play the string you are tuning (the 

tuner picks up the sound better with the bow than with 

plucking) 

● If the tuner says the correct string name and the 

“needle” is in the middle, then the string is perfectly in 

tune and you don’t need to do anything. (Yay!) 

 
● If the tuner says the correct string name, but the 

“needle” is pointing to the left, you will need to tighten 

the fine tuner by turning it clockwise. 

https://www.alexdemartos.es/wtuner/


● If the tuner says the correct string name, but the 

“needle” is pointing to the right, you will need to 

loosen the fine tuner by turning it counterclockwise. 

● If the tuner displays the incorrect string name, you 

may still be able to use the fine tuner. 

○ Example: if your A string is a G#, you can tighten 

the fine tuner to bring it up to an A. 

○ Example: if your A string is an A#, you can 

loosen the fine tuner to bring it down to an A. 

● If the tuner displays the incorrect string name and you 

can’t use the fine tuner to fix it, you will need to use 

the pegs. 

 

How to Tune with the Pegs 
 

    Violin           Viola 



     
 

 

Cello 

 
 

When you are first learning to tune with the pegs, have 

your teacher help you and guide you through it so you 

don’t break any strings. If your teacher can’t help you, be 

careful, and go slowly! 



 

1. Hold your instrument in front of you with the strings 

facing you. 

2. Pluck the string you are trying to tune (it is much easier 

to pluck when using the pegs). 

3. If your tuner says the pitch (note) of the string is too low 

(example: your A string is an F, or it is so loose that it 

can’t make a sound), you will need to tighten the string. 

4. Find the peg for the string you are tuning (see pictures 

above). 

5. Loosen the peg slightly by turning it towards you, then 

turn the peg away from you while simultaneously 

pushing it in. 

***Turn the peg a little bit at a time to avoid breaking the 

string (it should barely feel like you are turning it - think 

about turning only 1 millimeter at a time). 

6. If the peg slips after you let go of it, you will need to 

push in a little harder while you are turning it. (You can 

do it!!!) 

7. Continue to turn the peg slightly and check with a tuner 

until it is at the correct pitch. You may then continue to 

tune with the fine tuners. 


